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SUBJECT: U.S.-BAHAMAS MARITIME BOUNDARIES 

1 . AT DISCUSSIONS ON THE LIMITS OF U.S. FISHERY JURIS- 
DICTION HELD IN NASSAU, FEB. 24 AND 25, DEPUTY LEGAL 
ADVISER FELDMAN PROMISED GCOB OFFICIALS A BRIEF STATEMENT 
IN WRITING DESCRIBING IN TECHNICAL TERMS HOW THE U.S. 
ENFORCEMENT LINE WAS DETERMINED. 

2. FOLLOWING IS TEXT WHICH CAN BE MADE AVAILABLE TO GCOB 
AS EITHER A NON-PAPER OR AIDE-MEMOIRE AT EMBASSY’S 
DISCRETION. BEGIN TEXT: 
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FISHERY ZONE LIMITS - U.S.-BAHAMAS (TITLE CENTERED) 

IN THE AREA OF THE STRAITS OF FLORIDA, THE USG APPLIED 
THE PRINCIPLE OF EQUIDISTANCE IN DETERMINING THE LIMITS OF 
U.S. FISHERY JURISDICTION. THE EQUIDISTANT LINE WAS 
DETERMINED BY USING THE BASEPOINTS ON THE NEAREST U.S. AND 
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BAHAMIAN TERRITORY. THE USE OF THE PRINCIPLE OF EQUI- 
DISTANCE WAS TERMINATED AT THE NORTHERN END OF THE STRAITS 
OF FLORIDA, AT 27 DEGREES 26'00" N. LATITUDE, 79 DEGREES 
3 1 '38" W. LONGITUDE. 

IN THE AREA OF THE BLAKE PLATEAU, THE FISHERY 

ENFORCEMENT LINE WAS DEVELOPED ON A COASTAL PROPORTIONALITY 
MODEL. THE RELEVANT PROPORTIONALITY WAS DETERMINED 
CONSERVATIVELY TO BE APPROXIMATELY 4.4 TO 1 BASED ON THE 
GENERAL DIRECTION OF THE U.S. COAST AS MEASURED BETWEEN 
CAPE CANAVERAL AND CAPE FEAR (ABOUT 365 NAUTICAL MILES) 

AND ON THE GENERAL DIRECTION OF THE BAHAMIAN COAST AS 
MEASURED BY A STRAIGHT LINE BETWEEN WALKERS CAY AND MAN 
OF WAR CAY (ABOUT 90 NAUTICAL MILES). THE AREA TO BE 
ALLOCATED WAS DETERMINED BY DRAWING CONSTRUCTION LINES 
BETWEEN MAN OF WAR CAY AND CAPE CANAVERAL, CAPE CANAVERAL 
AND CAPE FEAR, AND CAPE FEAR AND MAN OF WAR CAY, THEREBY 
CREATING A TRIANGLE ROUGHLY APPROXIMATING THE AREA OF THE 
BLAKE PLATEAU TO BE DELIMITED. THE FISHERY ENFORCEMENT 
LINE DRAWN IN THIS AREA ALLOCATES THE AREA WITHIN THE 
TRIANGLE IN A RATIO OF APPROXIMATELY 4 TO 1. 

ANY NUMBER OF LINES OF DELIMITATION COULD PRODUCE 
THE APPROPRIATE RATIO. HOWEVER, IN AN EFFORT TO MOVE 
THE LINE AS FAR NORTH AS POSSIBLE FROM BAHAMIAN ISLANDS 
AND TO KEEP IT FROM COMING TOO CLOSE TO LITTLE BAHAMA 
BANK, THE LINE WAS EXTENDED FROM THE NORTHERN END OF THE 
STRAITS OF FLORIDA TO A POINT AT 27 DEGREES 52'54' N. 

LATITUDE, 79 DEGREES 28'36" W. LONGITUDE, WHICH IS THE MID- 
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POINT OF A LINE BETWEEN CAPE CANAVERAL AND WALKERS CAY AND 
THENCE TO A HINGE POINT AT 28 DEGREES 17T0" N. LATITUDE, 

79 DEGREES 11'24” W. LONGITUDE. FROM THIS HINGE POINT, 

THE LINE THEN EXTENDS DUE EAST ALONG 28 DEGREES 1710; N. 
LATITUDE. END TEXT. 
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